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Our Lady of Mercy Parish
					           Parish Council Meeting 	
May 19th   6:30 PM    St. Colman Hall

Attendees: 18
 
Sal Merenda
Bobbie Sicignano
Debbie Spitzmacher
Carol Banack
Ray Arrigoni
Tom Capega

Silvana Pandolfi
Lucy Petrella
Nadine Ernst
Chris Duprey
Danielle Duprey 
Carrie Reny

Peter Dontigney
Paul Robillard
Mario Pereira
Gail Mullaney
Tim Murphy
Alda Fernandes

I.	Call to order:  Sal called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM
II.	Opening Prayer:   offered by Sal
III.	Reports:
i.	Finance:  No new reports
ii.	Trustee report:  Nothing new to report
iii.	Property Management:
•	Ray reported that 3 of the church windows in Notre Dame will be replaced.
•	Security- there will be 8 working lights at churches and 3 on the garage bays.  Enhanced 
                 lighting.
•	More handicapped parking spaces will be made at both churches
•	New Signage: “No Loitering / No Trespassing” by the ND Church Hall back entrance.  Parking is for “Only Church related functions”.  Other signs: “No through Traffic“ at entrance and exit of ND parking lot.
•	Week of June 15th ND Church will be closed for paving.  Masses will be moved to SC Church.
•	Discussion as to whether to keep the door in ND Church hall locked at all times unless there is an event such as Tag sale going on in the Hall.  This discussion was tabled until another time when Fr. Jan would be present.
•	Tom Capega reported that the pew in St. Colman was removed as discussed at last meeting to provide more seating for wheel chairs and handicapped parishioners.  There will be new seating cushion and carpet for this section.
•	June 1st- SC Parking Lot: Paving and lining the row nearest the church. This will be for handicapped parking.

iv.  Faith Formation:  Danielle Duprey was introduced to the Council.  She has filled the position of Diana Cathcart.  Danielle reported 22 children made their 1st Holy Communion and 15 Youths were confirmed.
     Danielle has many exciting ideas for the Faith Formation.  She has been working with Fr. Jan regarding some changes such as books to use, determining catechists, building a calendar, reviewing the children’s’ liturgy at the 10 AM Mass. 
      For 9th graders include adoration from 5:45 to 6:45 PM.  Exploring what happens after confirmation for those in 10th-12th grades. Find ways to bring God into real world life as adults. Retreat ideas to include family.   With the Deanery, work with Bishop Reidy to engage in outdoor activities.  Work with our Youth Group and coordinate activities.
v.  	St. John Paul II School.  No report
vi.	Care and Share:  Lucy Petrella reported there was over 100 people who 	attended the Funeral Mass for Sandy Gill and the Reception that followed.  Lucy thanked the many people who volunteered to set up, serve and clean up.  The beginning balance for C&S was $4,539.  Her costs were $ 1,090.  She received some donations from individuals and Biega’s funeral home.  The new balance is $3,667.85. There is another reception planned for May 28th but expects it to be smaller.
	
vii.  	Ladies Guild:  A Tea Social is planned and will hopefully be held May 30th if “enough tickets are sold.”  (Note:  The Tea had to be cancelled as there were not 	enough tickets sold)

viii.	Pancake Breakfast socials:  Silvana   We are on a hiatus for the Summer. Breakfasts will resume in the Fall.  Silvana said there still remains funds that will be sufficient to buy the supplies needed.

ix.  Gail Mullaney shared that she has updated the Cry room items.

x.  Paul Robillard reported for K of C.  The Blood Drive utilizing the Blood Mobile from the Red Cross, will be scheduled for some time in September to work around any dates when parking lot paving will be going on. They expect to collect between 20-40 pints.[image: ]

- The Knights donated $350 for the Pizza ordered for the Youth Bingo night.

xi.  Flower Angels:  Cheryl is working with Tom Capega on the 
	outside gardens at SC.  She is planting and mulching.	

xii.  Karen Whalen will soon send out the schedules for Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors for the months of June to September.  There are several new volunteers.

xiii.  Youth Group:  Carrie Reny said they will sell tickets for the Bingo night after 	Masses the weekend of June 6-7th.  They are $5 for Bingo card, pizza, dessert, soda and prizes.

xiv.  Tag Sale: Next Tag Sale will be on June 6th.  They have had a very good response to requests for more volunteers. They have enjoyed a great turn out of shoppers.
     Nadine has created a FACEBOOK page for OLM Tag Sale Group showcasing some items. MaryEllen Dontigney and Dave Mastroianni have helped spread the word. 
      Peter Dontigney said that at St. Peter’s Church, their K of C group collect items all year for their Tag Sale which they hold one weekend.  They had been able to store items in an empty school.  This year they lost that storage and wished to donate the items left to us. Nadine said they have made several trips to pick up items and there are beautiful pieces to be had.
xv.  Durham Fair:  Debbie reported all the appropriate paperwork is done and there are no changes from last year.

xvi:  Sal stated that he & Bobbie were elected to chair the PC.  There never was any decision as to how long they should serve.   If anyone has an interest to become chair person, there would be no negative feelings from either of us, if you want to have a new election.  Open for discussion at our next meeting in October.

xvii.        Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM
Next Meeting:   October 20th, 2026
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie Sicignano, co-chair Parish Council
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